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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 


Washington, D.C. 20554 
In the Matter of ) 
) MD Docket No. 00-205 
Adoption of a Mandatory ) 
FCC Registration Number ) 


To: The Commission 


COMMENTS OF ARRL, THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, 
IN RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

ARRL, the National Association for Amateur Radio (ARRL), by counsel and pursuant to 
Section 1.415 of the Commission’s Rules (47 C.F.R. §1.415) hereby respectfully submits its 
comments in response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the Notice), FCC 00-205, released 
December 1, 2000. The Notice seeks comment from the public on various issues related to the 
Commission’s Registration System (CORES). ARRL’s present interest in this matter is limited 
to the issue of the registration of foreign nationals and amateur radio clubs in CORES. 

1. The Notice would require all entities doing business with the Commission to obtain 
and use, in certain circumstances, an FCC Registration Number (FRN). The Notice, at paragraph 
9, specifically includes amateur radio operators in the group of entities that will require an FRN. 

2. The CORES system, as proposed by the Commission, requires a Taxpayer 
Identification Number (TIN) or Social Security Number to register and obtain an FRN. 
Hundreds of non-United States citizens who are not employed in the United States hold United 
States amateur licenses. They have no Social Security Number, and thus no TIN. Also, 


unincorporated Amateur Radio clubs have no TIN. 


3. In the Universal Licensing System (ULS) Rulemaking, the situation was similar. The 
Commission proposed that all entities using ULS must register their TINs. Foreign nationals 
who hold FCC amateur radio licenses, as mentioned above, do not have TINs. The ULS 
Proceeding resolved this problem by establishing a procedure to assign a TIN to foreign 
nationals. See, The Memorandum Opinion and Order on Reconsideration, FCC 99-139, 14 FCC 
Rcd. 11476, released on June 28, 1999, at footnote 62. 

4, The instant Notice does recognize this problem and proposes, in Paragraph 11, that the 
CORES Administrator assign an FRN to foreign entities without a TIN. However, the proposed 
rules make no reference to this procedure. Nor do they provide any guidance on obtaining an 
FRN for anyone who does not have a Social Security Number or TIN. It should be clear to non- 
U.S. citizens interested in obtaining an amateur license that they can obtain an FRN, and the 
process by which they can do so. A foreign national should not have to look at a Report and 
Order, to which in many cases they will not have access, to know there is a procedure for them to 
obtain an FRN. An additional sentence to the end of proposed Section 1.8002(b)(1) should state 
that those entities who do not have a social security number will be provided the opportunity to 
apply for an FRN as specified in §1.8001(b) by obtaining from the Commission a substitute TIN. 
Thus, foreign nationals will both be informed that they must apply for an FRN and the procedure 
for obtaining one. 

5. ARRL would also propose that the CORES system should allow amateur licensees 
and amateur clubs to use their assigned TIN to register for an FRN. Amateur licensees who are 
foreign nationals and amateur club licensees receive an FCC-Assigned TIN when they register in 
ULS. Currently, the Internet CORES system will not accept an assigned TIN for FRN 


registration. This would allow the Commission to assign FRNs to the amateur radio club stations 


and foreign national amateur licensees that are already registered in ULS. It would also allow 
licensees who register in ULS in the future to file for an FRN without having to provide any 
explanation of the lack of a TIN or Social Security Number. Again, §1.8002(b)(1) should be 
amended to alert entities and individuals with an Assigned TIN that they should use that number 
when registering for an FRN. 

6. In sum, foreign nationals need a clear statement of their obligation and ability to 
receive an FRN and certain foreign nationals and amateur radio club stations would benefit from 
allowing the use of Assigned TINs in the FRN registration process. Therefore, the ARRL 


respectfully requests that the Commission modify its proposed rules as indicated above. 
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